The inertial oscillations of a bridge of liquid maintained between two disks are studied under condition of negligible gravity. Both experimental and theoretical results are reported. In the experiment, the bridge is formed by the coalescence of two droplets so that its static equilibrium shape is either concave or convex depending on its length. After coalescence, the bridge performs weakly damped oscillations until it reaches its equilibrium shape. Four modes of oscillations are extracted from digital processing of images recorded by means of a high-speed camera. Their frequency and damping rate are determined and found to be independent of the initial conditions that fix the amplitudes of each mode. Concurrently, the eigen modes of oscillations of a non-cylindrical bridge have been computed by assuming inviscid flow and small amplitude oscillations. The agreement between theoretical and measured frequencies confirms that the experimental modes correspond to the eigenmodes of the linear inviscid theory. Their characteristics turn out to be significantly different from that of a cylindrical bridge. In particular, the eigenfrequencies scale as γ/ρR 3 m , where γ is the surface tension, ρ the liquid density and R m the radius at the middle of the bridge, which characterizes the shrunk/swollen character of the mean shape.
The inertial oscillations of a bridge of liquid maintained between two disks are studied under condition of negligible gravity. Both experimental and theoretical results are reported. In the experiment, the bridge is formed by the coalescence of two droplets so that its static equilibrium shape is either concave or convex depending on its length. After coalescence, the bridge performs weakly damped oscillations until it reaches its equilibrium shape. Four modes of oscillations are extracted from digital processing of images recorded by means of a high-speed camera. Their frequency and damping rate are determined and found to be independent of the initial conditions that fix the amplitudes of each mode. Concurrently, the eigen modes of oscillations of a non-cylindrical bridge have been computed by assuming inviscid flow and small amplitude oscillations. The agreement between theoretical and measured frequencies confirms that the experimental modes correspond to the eigenmodes of the linear inviscid theory. Their characteristics turn out to be significantly different from that of a cylindrical bridge. In particular, the eigenfrequencies scale as γ/ρR 3 m , where γ is the surface tension, ρ the liquid density and R m the radius at the middle of the bridge, which characterizes the shrunk/swollen character of the mean shape.
I. INTRODUCTION
Surface-tension driven flows play a major role in droplet formation 1 . When viscous effects are low, the dynamics of the interface is characterized by the inertial modes of oscillations, which can be used to describe its behavior in many different situations. By considering the dynamics of a column of fluid, such an approach has been developed to address the primary formation of droplets from jets, since the pioneering work of Rayleigh 2, 3 , and is also involved in the fragmentation of liquid filaments 4 . Secondary breakup is also concerned since the fragmentation of droplets or bubbles in a turbulent flow has been shown to result from excitation of inertial modes by turbulent eddies 5, 6 . Concerning droplets, the eigenmodes of oscillations have been determined theoretically for free 7, 8 or attached droplets [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] in the absence of gravity and investigated numerically for rising droplets 14 . Experiments that match theoretical predictions are difficult to realize because of practical difficulties to levitate 15 or attach a droplet 16 and of possible contamination by surfactant 17 . Concerning liquid columns, the eigenmodes of a infinite liquid filament have been known for a long time 18 while those of a bridge of finite length have been determined theoretically 19 and investigated experimentally 20 only recently for oscillations around a cylindrical mean shape.
The stability of non-cynlidrical liquid bridges has been considered in several works 21, 22 but the eigenmodes of oscillations have not been determined so far.
Despite its high fundamental interest and the number of applications concerned, both in classic domains (painting, irrigation, fuel injection) as well as in new technology (ink printing 23 , float zone method for crystal growth 24 ), many aspect of the dynamics of liquid bridges are still unknown. The objective of the present work is to determine the eignemodes of vibration of non-cylindrical liquid bridges in situations where gravity and viscosity play a minor role. Both experimental and theoretical results are reported. In the experiment, the liquid bridge is produced by the coalescence of two liquid drops mounted on capillary tubes.
After formation, the bridge experiences non-axisymmetrical oscillations around its equilibrium shape. The length of the bridge, which is fixed by the initial drop sizes, determines the equilibrium shape: concave for short bridge and convex for large ones. Note that the convexity retards the onset of the static instability and allows to study stable bridges of longer length. The oscillations essentially involved four modes, which are distinguished from each others thanks to a method taking advantage of their symmetry differences. Concurrently, the theoretical eigenmodes corresponding to the same equilibrium shapes are computed numerically under the assumption of potential flow and small oscillation amplitudes. A good agreement is obtained between the theory and the experiment results, which turn out to be very robust regarding the initial conditions. Thus, the assumptions made to derive the theory are validated and the relevance of the present numerical method is established. Moreover, the experimental method is proved to be well suited to reveal the fundamental dynamic characteristic of bridge oscillations.
The paper is organized as follows. The configuration under investigation is described in section II as well as the experimental setup and measurement methods. Experimental results concerning frequencies and damping rates are presented in section III. The theoretical approach, the numerical method and predicted eigenfrequencies are presented in section IV and detailed in appendices. Experimental and theoretical results are compared and discussed in section V.
II. EXPERIMENTAL CONFIGURATION AND MEASUREMENT

METHODS
In practice, it is difficult to generate a liquid bridge in order to study the free oscillations that result from an initial shape perturbation. The following original experimental technique has been developed. Two droplets are formed at the extremities of two facing horizontal capillary tubes (figure 1) by injecting liquid by means of a syringe pump. The pump is stopped just before the two drops touch each other. The drops however continue growing because of the residual excess of pressure in the deformable tubes that supply liquid from the syringe to the capillaries. Note that this growth is very slow (< 100 µL h −1 ) so that the subsequent increase in the droplet volume during the total duration of an experimental run (< 100 ms) is negligible. The droplets then come into contact and coalesce. Figure 2 shows a typical sequence of images of the process that occurs after the coalescence. We first observe a transient stage (a-c), during which the neck connecting the two drops enlarges. This first stage lasts until the shape disturbance generated at the initial contact point of the two droplets reaches the capillary tubes. Then, we are left with a liquid bridge joining two capillaries which experiences weakly-damped shape oscillations (d-i). The amplitudes of the modes of oscillations that are excited depend on the initial geometry of the drops and on the details of both the coalescence process and the transient stage. In particular, the amplitudes of the modes that are antisymmetric relative to the mid-plane z = L/2 depend on the size difference between the two drops. Also, the amplitudes of the modes that are not symmetric relative to the z-axis depend on the minute misalignment of the two capillary tubes. Eventually, when the excess of surface energy has been dissi- pated, the bridge reaches a static equilibrium that reveals the mean shape around which the oscillations have taken place (figure 3).
The capillary tubes are made of PEEK (PolyEtherEtherKetone). Their axes are aligned along the horizontal z-direction thanks to a three-axis translating system. Experiments have been conducted with capillary tubes of two different outer diameters, R = 180 ± 5 µm or R = 305 ± 5 µm, but with the same inner diameter, R in = 25 µm. It has been checked that the gas-liquid interface remains attached to the outer edge of the capillaries and that the angle it makes with the tube is free to change. Furthermore, because R 2 in is less than 2% of R 2 , it can be assumed a non-slip velocity boundary condition for the liquid on the capillaries.
The experiments are conducted at room temperature (20 ± 1 • C). In most of the tests, the liquid was distilled water: dynamic viscosity µ = 1, 0 × 10 −6 Pa s, density ρ = 1, 0 kg m The present experiments therefore allow the study a liquid bridge of volume V attached to the edges of two facing solid disks of radius R separated by a distance L (figure 4).
The fluid is a Newtonian liquid with density ρ and kinematic viscosity µ. The bridge is surrounded by a gas of negligible density and viscosity. The surface tension γ is assumed to be constant. If we also consider the acceleration of gravity g, the static shape of the bridge and its oscillations around its equilibrium shape depend on four dimensionless numbers:
• the Bond number, B o = ρgR 2 γ −1 , compares gravity to surface tension forces;
• the Ohnesorge number, µ/ (ρRγ), compares inertia to viscous stresses in the flow driven by surface tension;
• the slenderness ratio, L * = L/R, compares the length of the bridge to its radius;
• the reduced volume, V * = V /(πR 2 L), compares the volume of the actual bridge to that of a circular cylinder of same radius R and length L.
Both the Bond number and the Ohnesorge number are less then 10 −2 , which means that gravity can be neglected and that viscosity is expected to only affect the long term evolution by slowly damping the oscillations.
Since bridge is formed by the coalescence of two drops, the slenderness ratio and the reduced volume cannot be chosen independently. Considering that the volume of the bridge is the total volume of the two initial drops, we find the following relation between L * and V * (see detail in appendix A): shows the evolution of R m /R as a function of L * . In the range investigated, R m is found to be almost proportional to L. It is worth noting that the final shape of the bridge turns out to depend only on L * . It is not influenced either by the various ratios of initial drop sizes investigated or by the presence of MgSO 4 dissolved in water. It is neither influenced by the radius R of the capillary that is used. Finally, no significant difference is observed between the upper and lower detected contours of the bridge, which confirms that effect of gravity can be neglected.
For a given point M of the interface defined by its cylindrical coordinates (r, θ, z), the amplitude of the deformation is defined by the radial displacement η r of the interface relative its equilibrium location r 0 : η r (z, θ, t) = r(z, θ, t) − r 0 (z, θ, t). 
where the first subscript of the η's denotes the azimuthal number m, and the second one is s for symmetric modes (even n) and a for antisymmetric modes (odd n) relative to the plane Taking advantage of the symmetries described above, it is possible to decompose the surface deformation into the contribution of the four modes 0s, 0a, 1s and 1a. Let us consider four particular points
, which are illustrated in figure 7 . The following linear combi-nations of the displacements of these four points achieve the decomposition:
This decomposition involves the parameter z 0 that defines the axial locations of the considered measurement points. Ideally, it should be chosen at the antinode of each mode in order to get the largest amplitude and thereby improve the accuracy. Practically, z 0 has been empirically adjusted in all test runs in order to enhance the amplitude of the measured signals. We are thus not able to locate each mode relatively to z 0 . Moreover, since a single plane of view is available, the value of θ 1s is not known. Consequently, the four amplitudes η 0s , η 0a , η 1s , and η 1a obtained by the present method are determined except for an unknown constant factor. It will be therefore not possible to compare the relative amplitudes of the various modes nor to investigate nonlinear effects arising at large amplitude. However, as long as we consider small amplitudes that belong to the linear regime of oscillations, we should be able to determine the frequency and the damping rate of the various modes. Figure 8 shows the time evolution of the mode amplitudes determined from the four signals represented in figure 6. In contrast with raw signals, each signal now clearly exhibits a single dominant frequency. We can therefore conclude that the present technique allows to isolate the four lowest eigenmodes of oscillation. When the amplitude is large enough, as it is the case for η 0s and η 1a in the example shown in figure 8 , the oscillations are, as expected, observed to be regularly damped. The signals are thus well described by the following equation
Figure 9a shows the fitting of η 0s by equation (7) while figure 9b presents the spectrum of η 0s computed by means of digital Fourier transform. The frequency ω of the corresponding eigenmode can be obtained from either the value found from the best fitting by equation (7) or at the peak value Sp max of the spectrum Sp from the fitting or from the width of the peak of the spectrum between Sp
and Sp max (1 + 1/ √ 2). The two values agree within 10%.
When the amplitudes are lower, a secondary frequency may hide the damping, as it can be seen in figure 8b and 8c. This is observed for modes η 0a and η 1s , which have close eigen frequencies. In the considered example, the main frequency and secondary frequency of η 0a are found to be 2.1×10 3 rad/s and 1.8×10 3 rad/s while those of η 1s are 1.8×10 3 rad/s and 2.1×10 3 rad/s. The secondary frequency of a signal therefore corresponds to the main frequency of the other, and vice versa. This can either be the signature of weak non-linear interactions between two engeinmodes that have close frequencies or result from the difficulty to experimentally disentangles them. Comparisons that will be done later with the linear theory will show that the measured frequencies are not affected by the possible existence of weak non-linear interactions.
In the following, the experimental values of the eigenfrequencies and damping rates of the four modes 0s, 1s, 0a and 1a have been obtained by means of the procedure that has been described in this section, using either the fitting of the time signals or their spectrum.
Frequencies are determined within ±2%. The accuracy of damping rates strongly depend on each particular signals and will be shown by error bars on the corresponding plots. Figure 10 shows the measured angular frequencies ω ij and damping rates β ij of the four modes for all experimental conditions as functions of the slenderness ratio L * . The frequencies are normalized by ω R = γ/ρR 3 and the damping rate by β R = η/ρR 2 in order to allow the comparison between the two considered values of the radius R. First, it is remarkable that the measured frequencies and damping rates of each mode gather on a single curve whatever the value of R, the presence or the absence of MgSO 4 or the size differences between the two initial droplets. The experimental results are therefore robust with regard to the initial conditions. Measured frequencies and damping rates thus turn out to not depend on the amplitudes of the excited modes and can be considered as characteristic of the eigenmodes of oscillation of the liquid bridge.
III. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS FOR THE FREQUENCY AND THE DAMPING RATE
Considering the frequencies, we observe that the four modes can be grouped two by two.
On the one hand, the frequencies of modes 0s and 1a are larger and converge towards each other at large L * . On the other hand, the frequencies of modes 0a and 1s are lower and converge towards each other at at large L * . The measurements of the damping rate are less accurate since their values are in any case at least 10 times smaller than the frequencies, confirming that the oscillations are weakly damped. Despite the scattering of the measurement, a grouping of the values similar to that of the frequencies seems also to be observed for the damping rates, especially for mode 0s and 1a.
Both the normalized frequency ω ij /ω R and the damping rate β ij /β R of each mode strongly depend on the slenderness ratio L * . For such a bridge of finite length, the mode properties do not only depend upon the length scale R. They also depend upon the bridge length L and the bridge longitudinal curvature, which can be characterized by R m . In the next section, we shall derive the eigenmodes of bridge oscillations from the inviscid linear theory, since the case of a finite bridge of non-cylindrical mean shape has never been treated in previous works. Comparisons between theory and measurements will allow to assess the assumptions made in the interpretation of the experiments: boundary conditions at the bridge extremities for both the fluid motion and the interface, negligible effects of gravity or of slight misalignments of the capillaries, and negligible non-linear effects related to finite oscillation amplitudes and of viscous dissipation upon the mode frequencies. Moreover, the theory may help us to understand the role of the particular curvature of the static shape of the bridge that results from its generation by coalescence of two droplets.
IV. THEORETICAL DERIVATION
A. Static shape of the bridge at equilibrium
The equilibrium shape of the surface S of a liquid bridge formed by the coalescence of two droplets is described in cylindrical coordinates by using one of the two following parametric
, where s 0 is the curvilinear coordinate along the surface (see figure 4) . The first parametrization is best suited to the description of the experimental results, while the second is best fitted to the theoretical description.
The surface S is governed by the Young-Laplace equation,
which imposes that the curvature K of the surface takes a constant value prescribed by the pressure difference ∆P between the liquid within the bridge and the atmosphere. The equilibrium is realized for K ≡ K 0 , where K 0 is given, using curvilinear coordinates, by
where α is the angle of the surface with respect to the z-axis (see Appendix B). The boundary conditions corresponding to attachment at the edges of the bounding disks are r 0 (z) = R for z = 0 and z = L .
Moreover, the nondimensional bridge volume V * has to coincide with the one of two touching spherical drops as given by Eq. (1) : Here, we use a different and original method, based on an iterative deformation of the whole surface to reach the equilibrium shape. The method consists of the following steps :
1. Choose a guess value of ∆ P /γ and a guess contour [z, r](s 0 ) passing through the two end points at (z, r) = (0, R) and (z, r) = (L, R) (for instance a cylindrical shape).
Compute the mean curvature K 0 of this guess contour from (8).
2. Expand the target function F as F = F 0 + F 1 = 0 with F 0 = K 0 + ∆ P /γ, and deduce the correction F 1 = K 1 to the mean curvature needed to approach the actual equilibrium.
3. Thanks to formula (B5) expressing K 1 in terms of η(s 0 ) and its derivatives, solve an inverse problem yielding the normal displacement η(s 0 ) needed to cancel the curvature mismatch.
4. Deform the guess contour according to the computed value of η. Then, repeat iteratively steps 2 to 4 until |F | < , where is a convergence threshold (say, = 10 −12 ).
5.
Compute the volume corresponding to the converged contour, and compare with the desired value of the volume given by (11) . In case of mismatch, change the value of ∆ P /γ and iterate the whole process until V − V 0 < .
As the successive approximations of the curvature in step 2 are based on a Taylor expansion, the method is by essence a Newton-Raphson method, and the convergence is very fast (typically less than 8 iterations of steps 2 to 4 ). The method was originally implemented 
B. Eigenmode analysis : theory and numerical method
The purpose of this section is to determine the eigenmodes and eigenfrequencies of the inertial oscillations of a liquid bridge under the assumptions of potential flow and small amplitude oscillations. The solution for an infinite cylinder has been known for a long time 18 . The present case of a cylinder of finite length and non-cylindrical mean shape requires a numerical resolution, which has been achieved using a finite-element method implemented in the FreeFem++ software [26] [27] [28] [29] .
For the description of the experimental results, the displacement of the bridge surface was defined as the displacement η r in the radial direction. For the numerical approach, it is more convenient to introduce the displacement η(s 0 , θ, t) relative to the mean surface S in the direction of the normal to the surface (figure 4). The two quantities are related through η = η r cos α.
The flow inside the bulk is assumed irrotational and described through a velocity potential φ(r, z, θ, t). The velocity is directly deduced from the potential,
and the pressure is given by the linearized unsteady Bernoulli equation,
The unknown functions [φ(z, r, θ, t); η(s 0 , θ, t)] are then governed by the following set of equations in the bulk domain Ω and boundary conditions and along the free surface S and on the disks at both bridge extremities:
where n 0 is the outward normal to the mean surface. Boundary conditions (15) and (16) mean no mass flux through the two disks that end the bridge, and fixed contact lines at the edge of the disks. Conditions (17) and (18) give the kinematical and dynamical boundary conditions on the free surface. The correction K 1 to the curvature of the surface relative to the mean shape can be written as (see Appendix ??)
Owing to the linearity of the equations, the general solution can be searched as a sum of eigenmodes that can be written in a symbolic form as
where ω mn are the eigenfrequencies, [φ mn (z, r);η mn (s 0 )] denote the eigenvectors and A mn their amplitudes, which are determined by the initial conditions. Note that m is the number of nodes in the azimuthal directions while n is the number of nodes in the longitudinal direction. We shall particularly consider theoretical modes (m, n) =(1, 0), (0, 1), (1, 1) and (0, 2) that are expected to correspond to experimental modes 1s, 0a, 1a, 0s, respectively.
Introducing two test functions φ * (r, z) and η * (s 0 ), the problem is written in variational formulation as follows
Integrating by parts the Laplacian and the term involving the second derivative of η in the expression for K 1 and dropping indices (mn) for simplicity yields
This eigenvalue problem is discretized using finite elements. A mesh is first generated by a triangulation of the domain Ω based on the mean shape S computed by the method detailed in section IV A. Volume functions φ and φ * are discretized by projection along a basis of two-dimensional P1 elements while surface functions η and η * are discretized along a basis of one-dimensional P1 elements. This results in a matrix equation of the form AX = ωBX, which is solved by means of a shift-and-invert method. The numerical implementation is realized using the FreeFem++ software, a tool which has proved its efficiency for linearized hydrodynamic problems such as wake instabilities past bluff bodies 26 or path instability of moving bodies 29 . The present implementation for the surface unknown functions η and η * is close to the one used and described in Refs. 27 and 28 for the study of sloshing modes of a free surface swirling flow.
C. Validations
The validation of the numerical computation has been carried out by considering two particular cases for which an analytical solution is available. The first case is a spherical drop that is anchored at the poles ((z, r) = (0, 0) and (L, 0)), which is equivalent to a free oscillating sphere provided we consider only non-axisymmetric modes (n = 0). Because their nodes are located at the poles, these modes naturally satisfy the constraint of attachement.
The problem of a free liquid sphere was first solved by Rayleigh and generalized by Lamb 18 .
The equilibrium shape is a sphere of radius R 0 , the eigenvectors are the spherical harmonics Y lm and the eigenfrequencies are given by
Note that the eigenfrequencies of an oscillating sphere only depend on the principal wavenumber l, which is equal to m + n when using the notation used here to describe a liquid bridge. For the validation using the present numerical method, we replaced the anchoring condition at the poles by the boundary conditions used for bridges, assuming that the sphere is held by two disks of radius R with R/R 0 = 0.1. Table I compares For this case, we were able to solve the problem using a different, semi-analytical method which is described in Appendix C. Table II compares the eigenfrequencies computed by both approaches. Again, the agreement is excellent, giving further confidence in the finiteelements method used in the sequel.
D. Results for non-cylindrical bridges
The numerical method can now be used for the non-cylindrical bridges resulting from the coalescence of two drops, with mean shapes as computed and discussed in section IV A. Figure 11 shows the eigenfrequencies of the four modes 0a (m = 0, n = 1), 0s (m = 0, n = 2), 1a (m = 1, n = 1) and 1s (m = 1, n = 0) as a function of the slenderness ratio L * . Both the results corresponding to a cylindrical bridge (V * = 1) and to non-cylindrical one (V * given by eq. 1) are presented.
When looking at the experimental results, we saw in figure (10) that measured frequencies normalized by ω R were strongly decreasing functions of L * . In figure 11 , eigenfrequencies have been normalized by ω L = γ/ρL 3 to see whether L could be a more relevant length to define a frequency scale. It is clearly not the case for a cylindrical bridge since ω 1s /ω L and ω 1a /ω L strongly increase with L * while ω 0s /ω L and ω 0a /ω L strongly decrease. In particular, the value of ω 0a crosses zeros at L * = 2π, which means that the equilibrium shape becomes unstable and that a bridge of longer length should break. Eigenfrequencies for a bridge resulting from the coalescence of two drops follow a different trend and coincide with those of the cylindrical case only at L * = L c ≈ 3.46, where the bridge is indeed cylindrical. None of the frequencies approaches zero, which indicates that the fact that the bridge becomes more and more convex as L * increases retards the onset of the instability. As already commented on experimental results, the modes can be grouped into pairs. Modes 1a and 0s have larger frequencies and converge towards each other at large L * . Modes 1s and 0a have lower frequencies which are close to each other over the whole range of L * investigated. Moreover, we remark that the evolutions ω mn /ω L with L * are rather flat for the four considered modes, suggesting that L is a better lengh scale than R to build a characteristic frequency. The discussion about the best characteristic length scale will be continued in next section. 
V. DISCUSSION
Given that the experimental results are found independent of the radius R of the capillaries, of the presence of MgSO 4 and of differences in the initial size of the two bubbles, the different cases are no longer distinguished and we will consider that the amplitude of the oscillations has no influence on the measured eigenfrequencies and damping rates. Comparisons with theoretical prediction assuming small amplitudes are therefore relevant.
Experimental and theoretical frequencies of the four considered modes are shown in figure 12 as a function of the slenderness ratio L * . Overall, owing to the assumptions made in the theory and the difficulty to precisely align the capillaries in experiment, the agreement is very satisfactory. Some disparities between experiments and theory are visible for short bridges of concave shape (L < 3.46) especially for mode 0s. We suspect viscous effects localized close to the ending disks to be the cause of these differences. For long bridge with convex shapes (L * > 3.46), the agreement is good for all modes. It is therefore reasonable to conclude that, the present experimental method allows the investigation of the eigenmodes of oscillations predicted by the linear inviscid theory. Comparisons between theoretical modes of cylindrical and non-cylindrical bridges have revealed a strong influence of the mean shape ( figure 11 ). To consider a length scale characteristic of the shrunk/swollen character of the mean shape may thus help the interpretation of the results. The radius R m at the middle of the bridge seems a good candidate since it is almost proportional to L, which was itself found to be rather good scale to characterize the eigenfrequencies of non-cylindrical bridges. In figure 12 , all frequencies have been normalized by ω Rm = γ/ρR 3 m . It is remarkable to observe that, which such a normalization, the measured frequencies of the four modes become almost independent of L. Practically, this means that the frequencies ω ij /ω Rm are found to be almost the same whatever are the values of R or L. The mass of fluid involved in the oscillations of a bridge resulting from the coalescence of two droplets is therefore proportional to ρR In the range of Ohnesorge number investigated, the problem is almost inviscid. The role of viscosity is limited to cause a weak dissipation that slowly damps the oscillations. As for the case of the oscillations of a drop in a vacuum 18 , the dissipation of the mechanical energy can be calculated from the potential flow field. Assuming that the potential flow is characterized by the length scale R m , the damping rate of all modes should scale as Figure 13 shows the measured damping normalized by β Rm . Compared to figure 10b, the evolutions of β ij /β Rm s are rather flat, indicating that the dependence of the damping rate with L * is mostly accounted for by β Rm . However, the scatter is too large to allow a definitive conclusion. Moreover, it is probable that dissipation in the vicinity of the ending disks plays a role that cannot be accounted for by the viscous potential flow approximation. This point should be decided by including viscous effect in the theory.
To conclude, we want to stress that the present method, which combines theory and experiments, has been proved to be well suited to reveal the fundamental dynamic characteristics of bridge oscillations. It can be used in future work to investigate complex systems to get insights in liquid fracture and high-speed dynamic interfacial rheology.
FIG. 14:
Schematic of the two drops prior to coalescence.
Appendix A: Relation between the reduced volume and slenderness ratio
Prior to coalescence, the two drops are truncated spheres of radius R g in contact at z = L/2 and limited by two disks of radius R ( figure 14) . The following relation is found between R g , R and L,
and the total volume of the two drops is given by
Substituting the expression of R g from (A1) into (A2) leads to
Considering that the volume of the bridge is the total volume of the two truncated spheres, we obtain the following relation between L * and V * which is imposed by the present configuration,
Cylindrical coordinates
We first assume that the free surface admits a parametrization in cylindrical coordinates.
We note r(z) the position of the mean surface, and η r (z, θ, t) the displacement with respect to the mean surface in the radial direction. The instantaneous position of the interface is thus given by G(r, z, θ, t) = 0, where G is a distance function defined by G(r, z, θ, t) = r−[r(z)+ η r (z, θ, t)]. The normal vector is then deduced as n = ∇G |∇G|
. We assume 1 and make an expansion in power series of . Noting z-derivative with primes, e.g. r = dr/dz, and replacing θ-derivatives by im for sake of modal dependence, we get :
, n 1 = 1
The curvature is then given by K = ∇ · n. Expressing this quantity at r = r(z) + η r and developing in series with , we get
and
Curvilinear coordinates
We now express the previous expressions for K 0 and K 1 in terms of the curvilinear abscissa s 0 of the mean surface. We note η the displacement in the direction of the normal n 0 to the mean surface. Derivatives with respect to s 0 are denoted by dots, in order to distinguish from z-derivative that are denoted by primes.
Noting α(s 0 ) the angle between the mean free surface and the x-axis, the following geometrical relations are found in Ref. 30 :
Substituing these expressions into (B1), we obtain the following classical formula for the curvature of the mean surface
We now express the curvature perturbation K 1 in curvilinear coordinates. For that purpose, we first need to express the radial displacement η r and its z-derivatives in terms of the normal displacement η and its s 0 -derivatives. Geometrical considerations and elementary manipulations lead to η r = η cos α ;
Recasting these expressions into (B2) and rearranging the terms eventually leads to
where K 1 (s 0 ) is the desired expression of the curvature perturbation in curvilinear coordinates,
The term involving the derivative of K 0 in (B4) accounts for the fact that the direction in which the displacement is measured is different in both parametrizations (see figure 2 ).
Problem formulation
We consider a cylindrical liquid bridge of radius R and length L. R and ρR 3 /γ are used as characteristic length and time for nondimensionalization. The slenderness is defined by L * = L/R. The unknowns are a potential φ defined in the volume, and the normal displacement η defined on the surface (extending from z = 0 to z = L * ). The system to be solved is
Analytical solution
The method is in the line with that developed by Henderson & Miles 31 for studying sloshing modes in a cylindrical container with a fixed contact line. We first expand the potential as follows (which automatically satisfies the boundary conditions at z = 0, L) :
where
The second expression is expressed in terms of z = z − L/2, which spans the bridge from −L/2 to L/2. In terms of this centered variable, this expression allows to separate the symmetrical and anti-symmetrical components, which contain respectively only even and odd terms. However, in what follows we stay with the first expression in terms of z, in order to avoid mixing between sines and cosines. We first work with the dynamic boundary condition which can be written in the following form
Unless if the right-hand side contains resonant terms (see below), the solution of this equation will be generally written as follows
We recognize two parts. The first is the solution proportional to the forcing terms, with amplitudes A n ,
. The second part is the solution of the homogeneous equation. This part contains two auxiliary functions, noted C s (z) and C a (z). These functions are chosen so that C s (z) is symmetric and C a (z) is antisymmetric, and are normalized such that C s (0) = C a (0) = 1.
Physically, these two functions represent displacements of the free surface which do not modify the mean curvature. The expressions for these functions depend upon m and will be given below.
We now consider the kinematic boundary condition, which yields η = (iω)
Using the previous expression for A n , this expression leads to The Fourier coefficients will be given below. We can now treat separately the symmetric and antisymmetric parts of the expression for η. For symmetric perturbations, equating the Fourier coefficients leads to
which can also be written
. It remains to sum over all indices n, and recognize that A 2n = A s (which comes from the fixed-line condition η(0) = 0), to get the following dispersion relation
The case of antisymmetric modes is similar and yields
We can note that the functions F s and F a change sign through a infinite branch at the free frequencies ω * n and are monotonous between these roots; so we can conclude that the frequencies for the fixed-line problem lie between those for the free-line problem.
Details about Fourier coefficients
• For m = 0 , the auxiliary functions are given as
The Fourier coefficients for these functions are as follows
Note that if L * = nπ, the problem for η becomes non-homogenous and a special treatment is required. However these cases are of no particular significance, so we omit the details.
• For m ≥ 2 , the auxiliary functions are given as by
; C a (z) = sinh(µ(L * /2 − z)) sinh(µL * /2) .
with µ = √ m 2 − 1. The Fourier coefficients for these functions are as follows
C a n = 4L * µ µ 2 L * 2 + π 2 (2n + 1) 2 coth(µL * /2) .
• The case m = 1 requires a specific treatment. In that case, the left-hand side of the equation (C8) is simply ∂ 2 x η = 0, the homogenous solutions of which are constant or linear functions; but the right-hand side contains the constant term iωφ 0 which is proportional to the homogeneous solution, hence resonant. In that case, the auxiliary function C s (x) has to be taken as the response to this resonant term, namely
The antisymmetric auxiliary function is C a (x) and is not resonant, and is taken as
The Fourier coefficients for these auxiliary functions are The solution to the antisymmetric problem is still given by C14. The symmetric problem is slightly different. In this case, the expressions for A n given above (C12) are still valid for n = 0, but the case n = 0 is different, and the expressions has to be replaced by
Hence in this case the dispersion relation reads 
